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Dear Environmental Consultant, 

 
RE: STANDARD OF CONTAMINATED LAND REPORTS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

 
I am writing on behalf of the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) South West 
Land Contamination Regional Group. This group contains colleagues with experience 
and involvement in contaminated land within the following county councils: 

• Bridgend; 
• Carmarthenshire; 
• Ceredigion; 
• Neath Port Talbot; 
• Pembrokeshire; 
• Powys; 
• Swansea; and  
• Natural Resources Wales. 

Within our individual councils we are responsible for the implementation of Part 2A of 
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 but also provide advice regarding contaminated 
land, including to the planning departments during application consultation and for 
discharge of conditions.  

 
It is to this end that I write to you today on behalf of the group. We understand the 
pressures on the industry and the competitive nature. We therefore encourage early 
liaison, especially with regards to site investigation design to make sure that the 
proposed is sufficient to meet the requirements of CLR11 and associated sampling 
guidance. It is from our extensive experience that we can say that the majority of 
investigations that have had a smoother passage for approval are the ones that have 
had early regulatory involvement. Please do not hesitate to contact the relevant 
Authority and ask to speak with the Contaminated Land Officer.  

 
All Authorities hold a database of historical information so please do not hesitate to 
contact them to check if any further information is held on a site. This may range from 
previous site investigations to disused tanks, reports of leaks, spills and remediation etc. 



 

  

 
 

  
          

  
                      

Some of the Authorities also offer an environmental search report (please contact the 
Authority for availability and prices) that can be tailored to your requirements (e.g. 
petroleum tank register, private water supplies, environmental permits etc). 

 
To avoid significant delays and costs for applications, and to aid in ensuring that reports 
submitted to us are of a suitable standard, I have attached the updated Guide for 
Developers which covers what is expected of reports submitted for review. There are a 
few key areas: 

• Sampling strategies, including appropriate coverage and sample analysis; 
• Production of an accurate Conceptual Site Model; 
• Reference to current guidance documents; and 
• Demonstration of competency. 

 
Please note that failure to comply with the requirements of this document and reference 
to appropriate industrial guidance is likely to result in non-acceptance of the report by 
the Local Authority. If this is the case the planning department will be advised that the 
report is not considered adequate. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, 

 
Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
Rachel Thomas 

Chair of the WLGA South West Land Contamination Regional Group 

 

Email: rachel.thomas3@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Tel: 01437 776532 
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